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ANALYSIS 


Is the 


president 
aracist? 


Intentionally or not, he has fanned 
fires that split white, black, brown 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — As he signed a procla- 


WX 


Evan Vucci/The Associated Press 


President Donald Trump listened to 
Housing and Urban Development Secre- 
tary Ben Carson at an MLK event Friday. 


TRUMP’S lawyer brokered a $130,000 


mation marking the holiday next week hon- 


oring the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., Presi- 
dent Donald Trump on Friday recalled the 
civil rights leader's message that “no matter 


what the color of our skin or the place of our 


birth, we are created equal by God.” 


payment to a porn star, report says. 4A 


Then came the questions from reporters. 
“Mr. President, are you a racist?” 
He did not answer and instead headed 


see INTENTIONALLY Page 10A 
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D DALLASNEWS 


Top court takes 
state remap case 


Flectoral changes 
could create opening 
for Democratic growth 


By JAMES BARRAGÁN 


Austin Bureau 
jbarragan@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — The U.S. Su- 
preme Court announced Fri- 
day that it will take up a case 
on whether Texas’ congressio- 


nal and statehouse maps dis- 
criminate against minorities 
and need to be redrawn. 

The court made the deci- 
sion after considering the case 
under conference for a second 
time on Friday. It had previ- 
ously discussed the case in 
conference a week ago. 

At stake in the case are 
changes to Texas’ electoral 
maps that could buck the Re- 


publican status quo and create 
an opening for the growth of 
Democratic power in the state. 

The case came to the court 
as two separate lawsuits, one 
on the congressional maps 
and the other on the state- 
house maps. But in an order 
released Friday, the Supreme 
Court condensed the two cases 


See TEXAS Page 3A 


‘T may not look like Dr. King...’ 


Vernon Bryant/Staff Photographer 
Wesley Stoker exulted Friday as he won the 26th Annual Gardere MLK Jr. Oratory Competition in Dallas. As a white kid in a largely black contest, 
the fourth-grader exemplified the differences he urged the audience to embrace. “I may not look like Dr. King,” he said, “but | believe like Dr. King.” 
Wesley’s dad, First United Methodist Church Dallas pastor Andy Stoker, plans to let him reprise his speech in the pulpit Sunday. (Story, 1B) 


RICHARDSON 


3-year-old’s father indicted in her slaying 


No decision made on 
death penalty; police 
still sorting out details 


By TASHA TSIAPERAS 
and JENNIFER EMILY 
Staff Writers 


The father of Sherin Mathews 
has been indicted on a capital 
murder charge in the 3-year-old’s 


October death, court records 
show. 

Sherin was killed by “homi- 
cidal violence” before her adop- 
tive father, Wesley Mathews, hid 
her body in a Richardson culvert 
where it went undiscovered for 
weeks. 

A Dallas County grand jury 
indicted him this week. The in- 
dictment says Mathews killed 


Sherin “by a manner and means 
unknown to the grand jury,’ court 
records show. 

If convicted, Mathews could 
face the death penalty, should 
prosecutors choose to pursue it, 
or an automatic sentence of life 
without parole. 

“We have not decided if we 
are actually going to seek death,” 
Dallas County District Attorney 


Faith Johnson said during a news 
conference Friday. 

Mathews, 37, was arrested in 
October on a felony injury to a 
child charge after the girl’s body 
was found Oct. 22. He originally 
said he put her outside Oct. 7 
because she wouldn't drink her 
milk. He later changed that story 


See FATHER Page 2A 


SHERIN 
MATHEWS’ 
body went 
undiscov- 
ered for 
weeks 

after she 
disappeared. 


TIMBERLAWN 


Psych 

facility 
license 
at risk 


State eyes hospital 
closure after reported 
child rape, other issues 


By SUE AMBROSE and 
SARAH MERVOSH 
Staff Writers 


Texas health officials are 
taking steps to close Timber- 
lawn psychiatric hospital af- 
ter a child said she was raped 
there. 

The state’s move to revoke 
Timberlawn’s_ license, an- 
nounced Friday, is one of the 
strongest steps it can take 
against health care facilities. 
The unusual effort speaks to 
Timberlawn’s long history of 
safety problems: It was already 
the only psychiatric hospital 
on probation with the state. 

The Dallas Morning News 
reported in October that po- 
lice were investigating the 
sexual assault of a 13-year-old 
by another patient. Govern- 
ment safety inspectors then 
swarmed the hospital. 

“Moving toward license re- 
vocation is absolutely warrant- 
ed here,” said Carrie Williams, 
spokeswoman for the Texas 
Health and Human Services 
Commission, which oversees 
psychiatric hospitals. 

“We continued to see the 
same problems over and over 
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NATION 


Trump’s health is 

said to be ‘excellent’ 
President Donald Trump has 
his first medical checkup 
while in office and is declared 
in “excellent health.” 4A 


Virulent flu torments 
continental U.S. 

The worst flu season in years 
reaches 49 states and is 
getting worse. 4A 


BUSINESS 


At 89, Pickens is 

leaving hedge fund 
Oilman T. Boone Pickens 

is stepping away from the 
hedge fund he has led for two 
decades. 1D 


METRO & STATE 


McKinney ISD reacts 
to offensive tweets 


McKinney ISD officials say 
they have taken “actions” 
against two middle school 
teachers who posted 
anti-Islamic and anti-LGBT 
tweets. 1B 


ARTS & LIFE 
Inquiring minds 
want to know 


In a new feature, Curious 
Texas, readers ask the 
questions and our reporters 
find the answers. First up: Is 
it possible to see the main 
attractions in the Dallas 
area relying solely on public 
transportation? 1E 


DALLAS COUNTY 


Woman details abuse allegations: 
‘I said no and stop many times’ 


She said she feared for 
her job; fired health 
director denies claims 


By NAOMI MARTIN 
Staff Writer 
nmartin@dallasnews.com 


A Dallas County employee 
said Friday that she endured 
years of “coerced sexual abuse, 
harassment and intimidation” 
by health director Zachary 
Thompson but didn’t immedi- 


ately report it for fear of losing 
her job. 

The woman, whose alle- 
gations led to the prominent 
leader's firing this month just 
before his planned retirement, 
said he pressured her into sex 
acts from 2013 through 2015, 
according to her statement is- 
sued by her lawyer, Jennifer 
Spencer. 

“I said no and stop many 
times and cried during some 
of the coerced sex acts,” said 
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Sent by: rstumpf@dallasnews.com News 


the woman, who has not 
been identified. “I became 
depressed and, on a few dark 
days, suicidal.” 

The woman felt embold- 
ened to come forward in part 
because of the #MeToo move- 
ment and the national reckon- 
ing on sexual harassment in 
the workplace, her lawyer said. 

The woman, a single moth- 
er who has worked at the 
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